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Biography of Archibald Cox

In a legal career of more than 60 years that began with
clerking for the legendary federal court Justice Learned
Hand, Paul Douglas award-winner Archibald Cox was often
part of the "establishment." But, in the great crisis of
Watergate, he faced down a president without concern for
that career.

Born in 1912, Professor Cox graduated from Harvard Law
School in 1937, joining the Boston law firm of Ropes, Gray,
Best, Coolidge and Rugg. He began his government career
during World War II when he was appointed to the
Mational Defense Board, and then to the Office of the
Solicitor General. When the war ended, he returned to
Harvard Law School, this time as a professor. While there
he became an adviser and speech-writer for John F.
Kennedy, then the junior senator from Massachusetts. Cox
took a four-year leave beginning in 1961 to join the
Kennedy administration as solicitor general. At a time
when civil rights protesters were routinely chased with
dogs and clubbed, he became 1FK's point man on pursuing
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practice and produce more business.

fie gxtent to which lnwyers provide pro bono lagal services—
il o po—hoa heen o hes topie of late Heesnt storiss ap-
penring in I.q:ul. publications and the mamstream press have
carrind sueh hndlines ns “Logal Firms Cutting Back oo Froe
Sorvices o the Poor” and “Lawyers Lenve Poor Behind *

In light af the legnl profession's longstanding commitmant to pro
bonn werlg, it (8 tempeing to respond defensively to such attacks—and
to supgest that lnwyers are setting an exampbe of public servicn that
uther prafsssinns night lellow mare diligenidy.

“That approach, kaowever, even if somewhat meerited, would miss
the moat important point, Regardless of whother pro bomo wark by
Imwyers hus delimed, U Mo peios Usek we meet mly o foction of

n lognl needs of the poor. As o professton, we need to do mora,
Wiklwnid question, the principnl resson for lowyers to engoge in
o bons work is thnt iz ie the right thing to da,

And sometimes, doing the rght thing ean have maltiple rowarda.
Pro bane wirk enn produce beoefits for the provider s well s the e
cipient. Pro busn con help o firm distingaksh desel§ within tha smmu.
by, provide spportunitiss for older lnwyers to stay profeasionally ne-
tive and halp attract high-guality lawyers to the firm,

At the same Lime, pro bono ean help lawyors brnaden the seope of
their practices. hana programs g'nlnraﬂy include thorough train-
ing components and access to experinced practitimers. The tralning,
contacts and experisnce liwyers gain in dokng pro bono work often can
".\'[:u[ whiE ints & poistion 1o develop fee-genersting cases. a

9 ARA JOUAL [ DECEMBLE JO00

Pro bono fulfills your public service obligation
while helping the public. It can also introduce
you to new fields, expand the scope of your

Doing Well
byDDoing

Thiw grogram
qu-:ﬂpm Lnl-ﬂ-

TR /’M;}

Ca-1peasars
BMMIIINMI
; Dawsesmant amd

l-‘mml Saclien:
mmigratisn Pre Boso Oesvalcgrmant

Wb 1§ a3l

3

dopressed areas of in o,
and more, thi pro hann Witk PTOWS
indo n rfln1|ll|t-lh|p with the client,
unlike the coeshot eforts litiga-
sors usunlly hiing to fulfilling this
professicnal duts

Otbwrs in West's firm
alen represent business
swneres i the Meronde
Coptenl, und the firm is
worling with thi Entiee
esoperative ns a sort of
genaral eansel, The firm
8 setting op & lagal dink
thers for at least manthly
viglts to adviss the miero-
enkrepreneans o0 ks
leucu and questions,
rom (s porstion 1o em-
plopurenn lsw e work vie
aitd

“Tuchnioally apeaking,
transactionnl pro boon s
it that new, but it seall
in undergang & mijor ||LE)t
vance right now,” says Al
lon Brnmberguer, onooutive
direcior ol wer of Al
tarmey in New York City,
& network

grame  mnt ‘{!ﬁy

mrt mE inkarmediaeriee—
matchmakors—hbotweon
nonprafite dnlng eomne
naty work and the lawyers
whin i Tuely Cheemn
Expmples sporkbe in
varioar eoonnmicadly  de-
pressad nreas. In Boston,
the real asinie depari-
ment af the city's bllmﬂ:
firm did the hesvy aml
light legal liling bed e G-
Families House, which apensd two
vours ago n Derchaster, The 26-
apartment redevelopment  project.
formerly an sbandonod  nurning
home, onow hotses grandparents

ruising grandchildren.
The lawyers f
Promar & Hos

m :murluln

i ke hin L
They Irisoned rsr L 1,000 herirs,
still enunting, and pearly B
i ulumml.-uru--d oo and uspenses

W deal o Int with sophistioat
ol devnlogmrn, mnd the anly differ-
wnoe i chis thui we

I
wily woys Hebucen

Bl Al CRE L VTN

REMECCA LFE “Puopls con spend significon
Mm‘lﬂmwﬁwﬂﬂnﬂm...ﬂhhhﬂ.‘

noe bl ad

[n.\'muhmu'um IH' the hramrh
uffien of Los Angedas’ !mlum k&
Wiikins has beoome, in eflect, gon-
dral poensel t0 0 community devel-

iEmil COFpaTRLN WOPFRInE 1 P
vive paris aof the Anncostin section.
In t 18 maonths the firm has
worked with the Enst of the River
Development Corp., the biggeat
s are wne & $% milllon heusing

Thot and nther efforis included
worl an enrporats restrae i
m amill
L
i ilnil
Aol Rancing wling Do nivl
lines af eredit. The matzh was mads
through The DU Har's separately
farled Commmumity Eomomic D
& Preo Booo Progect. Bame
g swmne o w Fond
ruulu]ml 1i|n|u|t|l

amasniy ol ime

hina rmgmng effiarts in the ntl.ln.u

aroa, Detrest and S8 Lowila,
Business luwyers and pammu-

mity d.etmlupmqnl. gnlupu A -

r‘"cummnod we'll see
:mm lsas nnd ways of daing
Lhifiggs, new lwrels of cramtiv-
says Esther nt,
prepldant of tho Pre B 1n
atitiite, which analyzes and

promutes new approsdhes L
andl stemtigies Enn!umm
legul work. - —
& Team Appraach

iy Ikzrﬁl.-n-alllu
havs an ongoing,
lo m rulaticnship. Thoy
m’n:h ¢|J|Er in their
celebrations and funeticns,
such ge buying tables at
banguets and toaring neigh-
faark nirv fasilitine.
It just like you do
with o ffmg clluul: rnu
wanl tn a close rels
Titiisakig 'i"lr.h AavE IM-llll-nu
Kelly, one &t partners in
ihe O, office on the frm-
witle jirn honin enmmilies
That is especinlly im-
portant for such groops,
which rarely have lawyers
wr [rasimsspeople o IIluu
baards and can gei inte ¥
ulntory, tax and other dil'l'-
culises in their efforts
“Wa navar really harl n
general r\:\um-e] For the
nization,” says Rotta Gallis
am, epsecutive dirsctor of Enul ul
the Hiver. “IUs good having some-
@i 1o eall whom we have troabls.
‘ﬂ-'r louk 88 them a8 &0 extenaion of
:u.guclky,llul they kenerw un well
wminagh to sen potimtinl problams”
T]L;Inm-I:(twnpl ;nn::f oo olten
Wpes the Lawyers e practice
dhills, and ehiss might be enmsid-
ereil besa o owelle oy kawe flemms L

el trmaning
T the Bnstnm (e Familien
pnijerl, [ow was ap amsocals when
he NIEAH mupervining the firm effort
ol BEEHE Hhe wiin mads paiftne lasl

Peopln can aperdl sygmlficant
wimpumiy ol lime doing pro beoo
worh nnd still advansy necording to
I Lhe s &l thalr Law

L[ TN, -

S v 9

Doing Well by Doing Good (ABA Journal / December 2000)
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